
Categorical Exclusion for Emergency Danger Tree 
Removal along the Pinnacle Peak - Prescott 230-kV 
Transmission line between structures 216/4 & 216/5 
& the adjacent Pinnacle Peak Substation, Maricopa 
County, Arizona. 

RECORD OF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION 

A. Proposed Action: Western proposes to cut down or trim vegetation that impacts 
worker safety and the reliable transmission of electricity on the existing Pinnacle 
Peak to Prescott 230-kV transmission line between Structures 216/4 and 216/5 in 
Maricopa County, Arizona. This emergency work must be completed before the line 
is energerized on March 21, 2010. 

Portions of several palo verde trees and one-to-three saguaros are less than 23 feet 
from the conductor, which is the minimum safe-distance for a 230-kV transmission 
line. We plan to move any saguaros that are 1 O-feet tall or taller to another location 
on Western's property. We plan to leave saguaros that are less than 10 feet tall in 
place. We plan to trim or cut down vegetation that is 10 feet tall or taller. We plan to 
use hand tools or mechanical means, such as a front-end loader with a cut shredder 
attachment to accomplish the work. We plan to leave the woody debris within 
Western's property or dispose of it at a permitted or licensed landfill. We plan to 
drive vehicles on existing access roads to bring personnel and equipment to the 
work area. 

The Pinnacle Peak to Prescott 230-kV Transmission Line between Structures 216/4 
and 216/5 and the adjacent Pinnacle Peak Substation occur on Western-owned 
land. The project is located in the west half of Section 10 in Township 4 North, 
Range 4 East, Gila and Salt River Baseline and Meridian. The corresponding USGS 
topographic map is Curry Corner, Arizona. 

We plan to begin work on March 19,2010 and complete work by the end of March 
21,2010. 

B. Categorical Exclusion Applied: 10 CFR, Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B, B1.3: 
"Routine maintenance activities and custodial services for buildings, structures, 
rights-of-ways, infrastructures (e.g., pathways, roads, and railroads), vehicle and 
equipment, and localized vegetation and pest control, during which operation may 
be suspended and resumed ... Routine maintenance activities, corrective (that is 
repair), preventive, and predicted, are required to maintain and preserve buildings, 
structures, infrastructures, and equipment in a condition suitable for a facility to be 
used for its designated purpose ... " 

C. Regulatory Requirements in 10 CFR 1021.410 (b): 

1. The proposed action fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix B to 
Subpart D. 




